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Recipient: Friends of Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve 

Project: Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve Wheelchair Friendly Access 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,400 

 
Hopwood Woods was official designated as a nature reserve in 1996 as it was deemed to 
have a special value as a habitat for wildlife.  This woodland area around the grounds of 
Hopwood Hall has Beech and Sycamore species dominating Hopwood Clough with native 
species of Ash, Oak and Birch and the ancient woodlands of Lords Woods has Turkey Oak 
and common Lime with numerous types of fern on the woodland floor.  A number of ponds 
within the nature reserve contain a variety of aquatic plants and wildlife.  Friends of Hopwood 
Woods Nature Reserve was established to protect the environment of the nature reserve, 
encourage environmental awareness and community spirit whilst working with other 
organisations, groups and individuals in pursuance of these objectives. 
 
Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve’s public path access needed improvement as although it 
met disability access criteria it had proven to be non-user friendly for wheelchair users.  
Friends of Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve with the Countryside Ranger met with Newlands 
Primary School to discuss the potential for a Forest School in Hopwood Clough.  The 
installation of rest points and a firmer path surface was recommended to provide a safer 
route for wheelchair users to access the Forest School and an area of the woods that was 
inaccessible due to gradient.  The improvements to the paths involved extensive areas being  

“We are now having the Newlands School 
accessing the Forest School which is amazing 
and a fantastic opportunity for them to have 
access to outdoor learning” 
Keeley O’Mara 
Chair 
Friends of Hopwood Woods Nature 

Reserve 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

cleared of vegetation by the Green Volunteers before a local contractor could commence re-
grading and creation of the paths, installation of the level plateaus from the entrance to the 
bridge, laying of floor mesh and placement of stones to form the level surface of the paths. 
 
Improved access to Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve will provide the local community with 
opportunities to explore and discover the beauty of the natural environment and nurture 
public involvement and ownership of this special green space. 



 

  

“Through past experience and reputation people 
know what a good scheme this is – local children 
were encouraged to join and parents wanted their 
child to be active throughout the summer 
holidays” 
Michelle Krauza, Library Officer - Digital & 
Young People and  
Penny Butterworth (Libraries & Customer 

Services Team Leader) 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read at Junction Library and Langley Library 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £2,471 and £1,661 

 
Junction and Langley Libraries’ Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative delivered in partnership 
with Link4Life throughout the school summer holidays aimed principally at children aged 5-11 
in receipt of free school meals who might not otherwise have a meal at lunchtime in the 
school holidays.  The children had an opportunity to read and discuss the books they are 
reading, participate in arts and crafts and get active with outdoor sports sessions.  Link4Life 
promoted the initiative to all local primary schools by attending assemblies with information 
leaflets and registration forms.  Libraries promoted the scheme through the local press and 
on social media.  Local early help services also referred families to the initiative; supporting 
families key workers, social workers, integrated neighbourhood teams and community safety 
teams. 
 

Mischief Makers was the theme of the Summer Reading Challenge for 2018 that aimed to 
get children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long 
holidays.  The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read any book 
as long as they are borrowed from the library.  Children receive special rewards each time 
they read a book and every child that completes the challenge is awarded a certificate and 



 

 

 

  
 

a medal.  The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school aged children and 
is designed for all reading abilities. All local primary schools are contacted and given 
resources to work with their local library to actively promote the National Reading Initiative.  
Every child is given information regarding the theme of the Summer Reading Challenge and 
encouraged to take part. 
 
Celebrating the 80th anniversary of the much loved comic, Beano, Mischief Makers Summer 
Reading Challenge provided each child who signed up with their own map of Beanotown to 
help Dennis, Gnasher and friends to find mysterious buried treasure.  By reading and visiting 
the library, children received stickers to discover where the treasure is hiding plus a medal 
and a certificate when they read any six books over the summer holidays.  Mischief Makers 
had a dedicated website for children taking part in the Challenge that allowed them to keep 
track of the books they read, write book reviews, enter competitions and chat to other 
readers. 
 
Children got up to all sorts of mischief enjoying craft activities and workshops from creating 
Dennis the Menace hair and mask, a Dennis in a box, a Bananaman shooter, Beano skittles, 
designing a cartoon character competition, designing a Fit, Feed and Read logo and a comic 
storyboard workshop.  Entertainment included Storytelling with Can ‘O’ Worms, Skylight 
Circus, John Piper’s Puppets, Craig Bradley the Poet, The Zoo Lab and Cartoon Storyboard 
Creations with Cat Jessop. 
 

Multi-sport coaches delivered the sport sessions utilising space in and around the library and 
Rochdale Supply Agency (RoSA) with Libraries’ staff and young volunteers facilitated the 
Read and Feed sessions.  The Fit, Feed and Read initiative provided the opportunity for young 
people to volunteer and develop new skills that will help them with their college and job 
applications. 



  

 

Libraries partnership with Link4Life enabled resources to be optimised and offer a wider 
provision to those children who needed it.  A free meal for those children who might 
encounter difficulty receiving lunch when not in school was facilitated through a link 
established with FareShare (a charity that helps organisations working with people who could 
go hungry by distributing surplus food from the food industry).  A local caterer prepared and 
delivered a variety of sandwiches alongside the food from Fareshare to guarantee each child 
received a lunch and not be solely reliant on the fluctuating quantity of surplus food.  Tesco 
also provided a one-off supply of fresh fruit which was distributed between participating 
libraries and sports locations.  Over 332 meals were offered to the young people who 
attended the Fit, Feed and Read sessions across the borough. 
 
Fit, Feed and Read has attracted young people into the library to experience reading for 
pleasure, inspire their creativity, develop relationships with others and get active.  The 
provision of a free lunch has ensured some consistency for those children who are in receipt 
of free school meals. 

The scheme in 2018 was a success.  Key benefits: 

 Enhanced and supported mission for all children to read widely and for pleasure 

 Encouraged parental engagement and family involvement in reading 

 Helped schools make links with their local library and the wider community 

 Was intrinsically inclusive and contributed to the achievement of ALL pupils, 
including SEN disadvantaged pupils and the most able 

 Prevention of the tendency for children’s reading to dip over the holidays 

 Ensured consistency of the provision of a free lunch for those children in receipt of 
free school meals 

 
Michelle Krauza (Library Officer - Digital & Young People & Libraries) and 

Penny Butterworth (Libraries & Customer Services Team Leader) 



 

Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: Middleton Holiday @ Home 2018 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £15,000 

 
Link4Life hosted a programme of activities aimed at children and young people during the 
summer holidays (from 23 July to 31 August 2018) and this year the programme linked in 
with Fit & Fed, a national campaign lead by the charity StreetGames to combat holiday 
hunger, isolation and inactivity.  Middleton Holiday @ Home was originally conceived as a 
response to a lack of co-ordinated leisure opportunities for children and young people 
during the summer holidays and consequent problems of anti-social behaviour and 
nuisance. 
 
Prior to the summer holidays, local community groups were invited to a meeting to provide 
them with details about Fit & Fed and share ideas about how projects could incorporate food 
within their sessions.  It was also an opportunity for groups to plan when their projects would 
take place so that there was no duplication and the provision could extend throughout the 
summer holidays, allowing children to attend more activities.  A promotional brochure was 
produced to market the programme throughout  
Middleton.  Link4Life made in kind contributions in  
respect of officer time to oversee and develop the  
programme and all administration costs involved,  
the cost of the design of the Middleton Holiday @  
Home brochure and end of summer trip. 
 
Fit & Fed sessions included fun and energetic  
physical activity sessions, a nutritious meal as  
well as arts and crafts.  The activities were free  
for children to attend and took place in each ward  
of Middleton Township.  A total of 11 projects  
were delivered across Middleton with a Fit & Fed  
session running every day with children engaging  
in activities such as netball, drama, circus skills,  
crafts, sports and outdoor adventure.  Also the  
Fit & Fed sessions linked in with Junction and  
Langley Libraries’ Fit, Feed and Read project  
where children were able to participate in the  
Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

  

“The aims of the programme were 
communicated to schools, health services, 
council services, nurseries, community groups, 
etc was to promote it to the families that were in 
the most need of the provision.  On the majority 
of the projects places were taken up quite 
quickly with some reaching full capacity” 
Leigh-anne Carnall 

Programme Manager, Link4Life 



  

 

Food was an integral part of this year’s programme with a nutritious meal provided for every 
child who attended a session.  Also children were given the opportunity to prepare and cook 
their meals including picking berries, fruits and herbs from allotments to add to their meals, 
use gas burners and log fires to cook outdoors.  FareShare who distribute surplus food from 
the food industry to charities provided fruit, cereal bars and fruit juices.  Each child who 
attended a session over the summer was given a free water bottle to keep them hydrated 
during the sessions and a free swim pass to be used over the summer at Middleton Arena.  
At the end of the summer holidays two young people were nominated from each project to 
attend a trip to Hollingworth Lake Water Activity Centre to experience sailing, canoeing, raft 
building and kayaking. 
 
A successful programme of activities was delivered engaging many young people and groups 
within the Township during the summer of 2018 to build upon the success of the previous 
year.  Middleton Holiday @ Home made a significant contribution towards increasing sport, 
art, culture and leisure opportunities for children and young people during the summer 
holidays across the Township delivered by Link4Life and other providers. 



 

 

  

“…their participation in Middleton in Bloom with 
the litter pick and planting gave a much needed 
boost to the local community.  The children’s 
group painted poppy pebbles for the horse 
which was a feature of the Middleton in Bloom 
display.  Burnside received a Level 3 Advancing 
Award due to the help of the volunteers” 
Joan Aspinall, Centre Manager 

Burnside Community Centre 

 

Recipient: Burnside Community Centre 

Project: Burnside Centre Volunteer Project 

Fund: Projects Fund and Ward Fund 

Awarded: £5,206 

 

Burnside Community Centre is a hub for the benefit of the local neighbourhood and provides 
a quality environment to facilitate a wide range of recreational and educational activities 
across all age groups.  Local people have the opportunity to develop their skills and 
knowledge through the centre’s accredited training, taster sessions, awareness events and 
IT courses.  The centre is a home and a point of contact to various groups and organisations 
all working towards the aim of supporting those on the margins and in need of that first step 
towards better opportunities. 
 
‘Take the First Step’ was a volunteer project launched at Burnside Community Centre in 
2018 with the aim of providing the local community with opportunities to gain experience in 
different working and volunteering environments.  The volunteers achieved accredited 
training and skills to support them into employment and enhance their personal lives.  The 
initial stages of the project were development courses such as Cooking from Scratch and 
THRIVE life coaching sessions to build bonds within the group of volunteers.  Participation in 
the Peer Mentoring and Volunteer course gave the group accredited skills and knowledge 
that they could use in their volunteering role and a  
distance learning Customer Service Level 2 course  
provided some of the volunteers with a qualification  
recognised for employment in the customer service  
sector.  Working in partnership with various agencies,  
Burnside Community Centre supported the volunteers  
in achieving a varied range of qualifications.  Two  
volunteers achieved a Level 2 Sports Leaders Award  
through the programme delivered by Link4Life that  
teaches generic leadership skills through the medium  
of sport.  It is a nationally recognised qualification  
that allows the volunteer to independently lead small  
groups of people in sport and recreational activities  
within community settings.  Acorn Recovery that  
provides a range of recovery services which enable  
individuals and their families to break free of  
addictions, provided training for two volunteers to  
gain Level 2 Counselling.  Other volunteers took 



  

 
the opportunity to train with Talk English Rochdale to support people with low levels of 
English to improve their language skills, access services and get more involved in the 
community, and these volunteers now support the Talk English Class at the Burnside 
Community Centre.  One of the volunteers will be moving onto the Access Course at 
Hopwood Hall College with a view to training to be a primary school teacher.  The training 
opportunities have enabled three of the volunteers to gain employment and all the volunteers 
have been able to prepare CVs listing their new qualifications and skills that enhance their 
career prospects. 
 
Burnside Community Centre’s service provision to the community benefited from the 
volunteers’ involvement in their Stay and Play sessions and Time to Talk Café and some of 
the volunteers supported the Summer Play Scheme.  Food Safety/Hygiene and Sports 
Leaders qualifications achieved by the volunteers enabled them to produce health snacks for 
the children attending the Summer Play Scheme and support the Breakfast Club during the 
February Half Term and assisting the Play Worker in delivering team games sessions and 
play activities. 
 
An event was held to celebrate the achievements of the volunteers and showcase their 
progress with awards in recognition of their support for Burnside Community Centre and the 
local community over the 12 months. 

“It has been fabulous to see the participants in this programme not only 
grow so much in confidence but each one has been on their own personal 
journey of development, education and social interaction.  A positive impact 
has been achieved by all but for some this transformation has been a 
massive realisation of previously untapped potential” 
Kate Alderson 

Employment and Training Officer, Riverside 

“The project brought together a fantastic group of people who have worked 
hard with one another and done all kinds of things they might not 
otherwise have done.  There's been lots of fun but also a serious focus on 
getting new skills.  They're a jewel in the crown of Burnside Centre!  I hope 
they stick around for a good long time” 
Canon Phillip Miller 

Chair of Burnside Directors 



  

 
Recipient: Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale Trust 

Project: Irkside Community Woodland Improvements 

Fund: Project Fund and Ward Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 
Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale Trust is a local environmental charity that aims to build 
people’s skills and improve job prospects, redesign neglected open spaces, help people 
make their own decision about their area, motivate and develop our young people and 
promote greener ways of working and living.  Working with schools, community groups, 
housing associations and local authorities, Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale Trust improve a 
wide range of green spaces to meet the needs of the local community and create beautiful 
havens for wildlife. 
 
Irkside Nature Reserve is woodland connected to Alkrington Woods and features a circular 
route passing woodland, hedgerows, pond, glades and wetland meadow habitats within a 
relatively short walk from the Alkrington Park Road entrance.  Groundwork Oldham & 
Rochdale Trust in partnership with the Friends of Alkrington Woods recruited volunteers 
affiliated to both groups and through an open invite to members of the public with the aim of 
giving opportunities to enhance the local neighbourhood and get active.  Improvements 
undertaken in the nature reserve included the repair of fencing adjacent to the south western 
kissing gate, removal of carpets/moss from the boardwalk and affixing galvanised mesh to  

“Footpaths previously blocked by windblown 
trees have been opened up, glades have been 
cut back and repairs have been made to items 
that will allow visitors to better access the site” 
Adam Holt 
Land Manager 

Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale Trust 

Replacement and repair of fencing at the entrances to Irkside Nature Reserve and along the 

boundary line 



  

 
the treads, replacement of timber cross members on the barrier adjacent to the pond, litter 
pick the site, removal of overhanging trees and shrubs encroaching onto the path and 
refurbishment of the sign at the entrance.  Habitat was enhanced with coppicing in the 
woodland glade, creation of a brash pile to attract birds and mammals, and eradication of the 
invasive Himalayan Balsam in the area. 
 
Five participants involved in completing the physical improvements in the nature reserve 
used the opportunity to evidence vocational skills and achieved ABC Level One qualifications 
in Practical Countryside Skills.  Three participants have subsequently gained full time 
employment and one is currently completing a Prince’s Trust course. 
 
Irkside Nature Reserve improvements have been welcomed by the Friends of Alkrington 
Woods and it’s created a more accessible and inviting location for the local community to 
visit and get active. 

Removal of carpets/moss from the boardwalk and affixing galvanised mesh 

Management of the woodland glades and creation of a brash pile 



 

 
Recipient: Langley Theatre Workshop 

Project: Youth Theatre 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £1,300 

 
Langley Theatre Workshop provides the local community with the opportunity to participate in 
the performing arts and gain knowledge, experience and skills which enable them to 
appreciate and progress in the areas of dance, drama and music.  Weekly workshops and 
outreach provision build confidence and self-esteem as participants are encouraged to 
express themselves creatively without judgement. 
 
The Youth Theatre Group consists of expressive individuals who create dynamic plays and 
drama pieces themed on current issues affecting young people.  Greater Manchester’s youth 
theatres, schools and colleges were given the opportunity to perform at HOME in the 
National Theatre’s Connections Festival which is a celebration of young people, theatre 
making and the important of access to the arts.  Ten new plays are commissioned each year 
by the National Theatre for young people to perform.  Langley Theatre Workshop on 27 
March 2018 performed ‘When They Go Low’ by Natalie Mitchell, a play about everyday 
feminism and the changing face of teenage sexuality in an online world.  Twenty young 
people received drama coaching in all aspects of theatre and experienced giving a 
performance on a prestigious stage to a live audience.  The group’s dedication and 
commitment to the project achieved an outstanding portrayal of the play. 

“The project was a huge highlight of the year 
for me but the best moments are at HOME 
Theatre watching the young people step out 
onto the stage and give such believable and 
heartfelt performances is truly incredible” 
Georgina Jacques 
Chief Executive Officer 

Langley Theatre Workshop 


